3 cancer drugs exempted from customs duty

Published On: 25-07-2024

Context:

Union ministry announced exemptions of customs duty of three cancer treatment drugs.
Cancer drugs exempted from taxation:

Trastuzumab Deruxtecan

Osimertinib

Durvalumab
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WORLD CANCER DAY
4th February

Cancer is a leading cause of death worldwide, accounting for nearl
10 million deaths in 2020, or nearly 1 in 6 deaths.

Most Common Cancers

Rectum and
prostate
cancers
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e Cancer-causing infections, such as human papillomavirus (HPV) .
hepatitis, are responsible for approximately 30% of cancer cases
low-and lower-middle-income countries.

e Many cancers can be cured if detected early and treated effectively.
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Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi Scheme

It was set up in 1997 and it is a central sector scheme.

It provides one-time financial assistance to poor patients living below State/UT wise threshold poverty line and
suffering from life threatening diseases relating to heart, kidney, liver, cancer, etc. for treatment at any of Super
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Specialty Government hospital §/institutes.
The Umbrella Scheme of RAN has three components

Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi (RAN) - Financial assistance for treatment of life-threatening diseases relating to heart,
kidney, liver, etc. at Government hospital g/institutes having Super Specialty facilities; (Maximum financial
assistanceis Rs. 15 lakhs)

Health Minister’s Cancer Patient Fund (HM CPF) - Financial assistance for treatment of cancer at Regional
Cancer Centres (RCCs)/ Tertiary Care Cancer Centres (TCCCs) and State Cancer Institutes (SCIs); (Maximum
financial assistanceis Rs. 15 lakhs)

Financial assistance for poor patients suffering from rare diseases - for specified rare diseases for treatment at
Government hospital sinstitutes having Super Specialty facilities, (Maximum financial assistanceis Rs. 20 lakhs).
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